1 


Fd 


Female Rights vindicated; 


roo on THE 


En Air r of the SEXES 


MoxraLLy and PHYSICALLY proved. 


| 2 
Female Rights vindicated : | 


OR THE | = 


EQUALITY 


OF THE 


: | 'S EW s 


r and Pur sion DE 


ww 


" = 


om By a — 
* 


I. ON D © Sk. - 4. | 


Printed for G. Bux vr, at Biſhop 
Head, without Temple- Bar. 


MD CCLVIII. 


TOTHE © 


Noz x, VI R Tuovs, Coo RAGE OUsS, 
Macnanruoyy LEARNED 


LA D I E, 8 


Great-Br ritain and e 


W . you? are «ths na- 
ö ee eee 
Lor this Work, I 


po gums no A pology f for 
lying it at n Feet, 
140 % „ 


= | - 
- - 


DEZpIcAaTioN, : _ 
and imploring your Pro- 
tection, 


ALL Panegyric upon 
your Virtues and Qualih- 
cations are needleſs here, 
as the greateſt Proof of 
your poſſeſſing them, is 
your Reſolution of he- 
roically ſupporting your 
Pretenſions and Claim to 


them. 


Tux eres Flat- 


tery of Dedidators is en- 
tirely 


DEDICAT ION. 
tirely laid aſide; here are 


nothing but ſimple Truth 


and plain Honeſty to at- 
tract your Approbation; ; 


but then your Intereſt 1s 


fo immediately connected 


with the Succeſs of this 
Work, that by letting it 
remain in Obſcurity, you | 


give up all Title to 4 


Competition with the Men bo. 
m Learning, Senſe, and 


Fame. 


„ "I has: © 
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1 DEDicarTion. 


| I HAVE ruſhed forth 
| Champion of your Caule, 
without Subſidies—without 
Succours — with ſcarce a 
Troop of well muſtered 
Ideas I have taken the 
field, and (I flatter myſelf) 
have gain'd ſuch Advan- 
tages over the Enemy, 
that, if you will but pro- 
perly ſecond my Efforts, 
they will not have a ſingle 
Fortreſs left in all the Ex- 
tent of Superiority. 


To 


.* 
Cc 
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DEDICATION. 


To quit the Figure, 
upon You, LADIES, it 
depends; to recover your 
uſurped Rights and Poſſeſ- 
ſions; to regain your juſt 
and natural Authority. In 
order to ſucceed, you muſt | 


ſtrenuouſly ſupportt the 
Doctrine of this Piece, 


and the Rectitude of its 
Maxims ; which are nei-= © 
ther oppoſite to Nature, 
Reaſon, or Experience, but 
coincide with all. 
3 Ir 


l  DEvpicartos.: 


| - © Tr were needleſs to add 

1 more to recommend this 
Work to your Patronage, 
which it fo juſtly claims. 
J am, with a thorough 

Senſe of your Merit, 


* D I ES 
You our moſt obedient,. 
_ and moſt devoted &. ervant,, 
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TH E N "WE and of Daria 
. nes of this Performance 
cannot avoid drawing up- 
on me the Attention of the Female 
World, and the Criticiſms of; the 
Male. To endeavour, refuting 

an Opinion of ſo long Fu, 


as that of the & e of. the 


MH en over the Women, with re 


y | mw 


PREFACE. | 
ſpe? to Genius and Abilities, 
muſt appear to many a ſtrange 
and impracticable Attempt; and 
Numbers, even of Women, mi{- 
led by Prej udice and Cuſtom, 
may believe no one would be 
ſo Ruixotic as to lift herſelf 
Champion of the Sex upon. this 
IBF. and that ee this 
is nothing more than a ludicrous 
Performance, to turn the Wo- 
men into greater Ridicule, and 
make them appear more con- 
temptible than ever. But this is 
far from being the Caſe. A 
ferious Addreſs to Reaſon and 
good Senſe, a thorough | Diſqui- 
tion of the Source and Progreſs. 
of that Empire the Men have 
aſſumed over us, and the Cauſe 
| of 


PRE F A C E. 
of our preſent State of Subjection, 


with moral and phyſical Reaſons _ 


to prove our natural Equality 
with the Men in every Thing, 
are what compoſe the Subſtance. | 


of the following Sheets. 


- Ir is true, that to arrive at 
this, two powerful Adverſaries 
W be ſubdued; the V ulgar, 
and almoſt all the Ta! But 
the firſt having no other Foune _ 
dation for their Opinion than 
Cuſtom and flight Appearances, 
it is eaſily refuted by pointing 
out in what — the Sex 


were reduced to the State | _ 


ce we now ſee then in, 
and thereby excluded an Ac- 


e with the Sciences and 
a Par- 
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2. Participation of Places of Emo- 
lument. That their natural Ge- 
niuns is ſuited for receiving any 
Knowledge, and their Abilities 
for filling any Employment. 


Tx Sentiments of the Learned 
muſt neceſſarily ſuccumb where 
they oppoſe Truth and Reaſon, 
which are the only Champions 
in this Cauſe : They combat a- 
| - Cuſtom, Prejudice, and 
long Preſcription ; formidable 
Opponents, it is true, yet Impar- 
tiality will always «judge d them 
the Laurel. 


Howavnn n fich 
a Deciſion may appear, if we re- 
cur to Hiftory we ſhall not be 


ſurpriſed 


Rd - 5 


PREFACE, 
furpriſed that the Sex ſhould 
contend with the Men for Vir- 
tue, Valour, Learning, Prudence, 
Patriotiſm, or any of the moſt 
ſhining Ornaments the latter can 
lay claim to. 


Tur Aniazons, who were ! 


Natives of & cythia, having loſt 
their Huſbands : in War, took up 


Arms, and demonſtratedthegreat- 


eſt Valour and Heroiſm in poſ- 
ſeſſing themſelves of Afa, where 

they built the City of Epheſus: - 
Hercules and Theſeus declared 


them; but this Defeat "tended - 
more to their Glory than their 
former Conqueſts; for after hav- 


ing made a great and Rees 2 
ce 


War againſt them and defeated © 


ADS AGH - | 
Reſiſtance againſt thoſe famous 
Heroes, they were taken Priſon- 
ers, when they killed their Cen- 
tinels who guarded them, and 
made their Eſcape. Strabo and 
- Palzphatus, indeed, deny there 
ever was ſuch a People ; but we 

have the Authority of Pliny and 
Pomponius Mela, who aſſert, that 
in Scy:hia the Women govern d, 
mo were called 5 Ful- 
tin has particularly treated of 
them in his Hiſtory, and ſeveral 
_ creditable Authors agree that they 

burnt their left Breaſts in order 
to uſe their Bow with greater 
F acility ; - . that they made War 
againſt Priam, whom they at- 
terwards fuccoured at the Siege 
af Troy; that they made an 


Incurſion 


Q RAT T7 


City of Epbe ar, with 


celebrated warlike "Wc 


He P R E F A 4 E. 
Incurſion into Artic ca to avenge 
che carrying off of their Qgeen 
by Thefeus ; that the Name of 
their capital City was Themiſcyra 
in Cappadocia, ſeated near the 
famous River Ther-modon. © The 

22 Tem- 
ple of Diana, the Cities of 
Smyrna, Thiatyria, Cumen, and 
Magnefia, were founded by theſe = 


omen. ah 
Mobrzxx Hiſtorians tell us, | 
that upon the Caucaſus there 
are "People among Whm are 
great Nubert of female War 1 
riors,, who make Incurfions f R 
Muſcovy, and — * War againſt 


there is a Kingdom in Africa 


the City 


PR E FA CE. 

compoſed of nothing but Wo- 
== who kill all the Boys they 
bring forth, and train up their 


Girls to military Exploits. 


Bur to dwell no longer upon 
hiſtorical Authorities that admit 


of the leaſt Doubt, there are 


Heroines which all Writers, both 
moral and profane, agree to have 
exiſted. Amongſt theſe is Judith, 
the Wife of an obſcure Man, who 
delivered the City of Bethulia 


when beſieged, and preſerved her 


fellow Citizens from impen 
Ruin. This is her Story. Whilff 
was attacked by He ole- 
fernes, General of King N aba- 
eee $ Army, ſhe went 


' | hh | 

: 1 T4 " | - gay * 
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of 


PREFACE. 
gayly . dreſt into the Enemies 
Camp, pretending the flew there 
for Refuge ; a few Days after, 
Holofernes being ſmote with her 
Beauty, order'd her to be brought 


into his Tent. to ſatisfy his luft- 


ful Appetite ; but having upon 
this Occaſion drank more freely 
than uſual, ſhe profited of the 


Opportunity to cut off his Head, 


and return d the fame Night 


with it into the City, where the 


exhorted her fellow Citizens to 


make a Sally upon the Enemy, 
which was immediately reſolved. 


upon and executed, when the BE 
Beſiegers, greatly nated” at 


the unex N Death of their 
Leader, before the Jews on | 
every Side. 


T 2 Fer 


* 
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Taz Prophetcſs Deborah, whe 
was eſteemed. more courageous 
than any Man-of , her Ti a 
feated with Barach. 6. 
Neans conducted by 
thereby deliver d = Paule 
1/rael — the State of Sery 


tude, in which they had _ 
upwards of twenty Years. 


another W a 
+. this frogs 3 — 


5 


* 

1 * 

. N - 4 . 
: ! 

- W * * 


Je pra. * upon the Point 
of giving the Enemy Battle, 
made a Vow to facrifice what- 
ever came firſt in his Way, if 
he returned victorious; having 
gained the Battle, ks anly Daugh- 
ter was * firſt Perſon he met 


upon 


* | " 
i 
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PREFACE: 
upon his Return, who came to _ 


| cone him, upon his Vic- 


tory ; reſolved to Full] his Vow, 
he did not ſpare her; and 
this innocent Victim, far from be- 
ing diſpleaſed at his Severity, 
exhorted him to accompliſh his 


Oath, aſking only two Months 
to prepare herſelf, when ſhe ap- 


2 d, and her Father kicrificed 
hey, 4: 0 


| Cleks, a Roman young Lady, | 
who was giver as an Hoſtage to 
the Tuſcans, when Porſena at- 


quins upon the Throne, having 
2 herſelf at che Head of a 
Troop of other Girls, cheated 
her Guard and ſwam a- croſs the 
T3 Tue, 


tempted to re-eſtabliſh the ; 


Tiber, though fired upon on- 


ecuvery Side by eee 


Porxia, Daughter of Caro, an 
Wiſe to Brutus, upon hearing of 
her Huſband's Death, heroically 
reſolved not to ſurvive: him, and 
killed himſelf. by fo bs 1 
n Coals. 


Odenatus, King of Fes; 
took up Arms in Favour of 
 _ Gallienus againſt ——— who 

had revolted in the Eaſt, and he 
periſhed; but his Wife Zenobia 
conquer d the Empire in the 
Eaſt after the Death of her Huſ- 
band. Hiſtorians agree that her 
Beauty, her Leaning, and her 
NG in vain contended. 


Wnt M 1-0 


with her Hu 


among the war- Hike 
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to ſuperiorly ſignalize "Raj they 


united to form that E 
who marched at the Head of the 
Army aud — commanded 


Death cone dries Virtues wide | 
ſuch almemorable Conqueſt, - 


7 


Non ſhouldthe Maid of Ong; 5 


tho” accuſed of Sorcery, be omitted 
omen; ſhe 
commanded the French T. Troops: 


and obliged de Englhh/to-raile 
the Siege of that City 


Part of the Inhabnants 
of France had already decided in 
their e 1 there w 
y Oppoſition to their | 

ling the wide Kingdom. II 
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PREFACE. 


TSE are Women whoſe 


 Heroiſm, Courage, and even Suc- 


ceſs, are equal to any Feats the 
Men can lay claim to: All Hiſ 


their due, and their 
logy is a mere Recital of their 


Eu- 


Actions. 


Tos famed for Virtue; * 
particularly Chaſtity, are not leſs 
numerous, than the Heroines and 
Patriots; to mention a few 
Eucretia, Daughter to Tricipi- 
tinus, and Collatinus's Wife, was 
ſurpriſed in her Chamben by Six- 
tus Tarquinius, who threatened 
her with immediate Death, then 


to 1 a dead Slave by the Side 


of 


PREFACE 
of her, and-publiſh to the World 
that be found him in . AR of 


Adultery with her, if the refuſed 


to conſent. to his luſtful Deſires: 
Rather than this nen e 


be brought upon her Family, the 7 
Falſhood je Which none would 


be able 1 to diſcover; the. let her- 


ſelf be rayiſhi d.; but the next 
Day ſhe convened. her Father, 
her Brother, and all her Relati-- 


ons, to whom ſhe related what 
had happened, 


and them killed 
herſelf in their Preſenee. The 
Raman Government was by. this 
Aceident changed, for her Rela- 


tions and Friends being; irgitate® 


to the higheſt, Degree «tha. Tar. 1 


ſult, - drove ' Tar quin out of i the 
5 and ker n d * 


22. 
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Hee Devotion of the Tyran 
, entias, after having 


PREFACE 


Name of King, in whoſe flead 


two Conſuls were elected. 


R a We Lad could 


neither be tempted by Fotmiſct 
or Threats to Thin preſs her con- 


jugal Vow, and preferred being 


Killed by Octavius, one of the 
Tribunes of the People, rather 
than commit Adukefy” with 


Sophronia, that illuſtrious Ro- 


man Matron, who was called 
the Chriſtian Lucretia, for her 


great Chaſtity, ſeeing herſelf at 
t Max- 


aſked Leave 


of her Huſband, and Pardon of 
| God, bor what ſhe was going to 
| * 


p R EFA GE. 


execute, killed herſelf to preſerve 
her Virtue unſullied. To theſe 
may be added Sgſannab, whoſe 
Virtus was Proof Cor- 
ruption, and whoſe Judges had 
therefore bribed falſe Witneſſes 
to get her condemned to die; but 
Daniel the Prophet having pro- 
ved the Falſity of their Evidence 
from their own. Words, the Wit- 
neſſes were ſtoned ac to 
the Laws of. Taliom, and A 
me was Juſtified, .. 


- ” 


Tu learned . Saf n 
nine Books of L e Wee, be- 
ſides Epi ger and o- 
ther detached Pieces of Poetry. 
There was another Woman of 

this Name, famous for Poetry, 


"EE 
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born at Myrilena, Capital of the 
The of  LefSo5. She Was eiia- 
mour with  Phaon, who de- 
1 her, but whom ſhe ne- 
retthedel followed into Sicihh, 
where {he threw herſelf into the 
Sea and was drowned. Her na- 
tural Genius, equal to any thing, 
Was embelliſhed with a great 
Share of Learning, and the” was 
called the Tenth Muſe. "Of all 
the Works:which {ke compoſe 
though very numerous, the 
only remains an Hymn to ens 
and an Ode ſhe wrote upon one 
of her female Friends: She” in 
vented two Sorts of VSt Eno 
by the Names of the Eloic and 
the "ns. e e -: Lu 


261153 7 140 


as 5 Eudocia, 
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e Daughter to 2 7 0 
Aibenian Philoſo pher, married i 
the Emperor Tah ws II. She | 
was endow'd with a great Share 
of natural Senſe, with all the 
Advantages of corporeal Symetry; 
very religious and much given to 
the Reading of ſacred Books, 1 

icularl Poc „in which nue 
a u "The a remarkable 
of her Productions were her Ver- {1 
fions of ſeveral of the Hiſtories of = 


the Old Teſtament. 3 F 


Proba Falconia, a Roman Pg: 
We 8 Wife, arrived at a great 
Proficiency in the Greet ana ijÞ 
Latin Languages, was deeply IP 
yerſed in the holy Writings and 

in Poetry; ſhe turned ſeveral of 


94. 


PRE F A C E. 
the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament into Verſe, which 
were much eſteemed; and left 
many other learned Productions 


I.! eſe are 9 of thoſe ſhining 
| Ornaments of Hiſtory, which au- 
thoriſe us to claim an Equality 
with the Men in all thoſe Vir- 
tues and Accom pliſhments which 
have rendered Mankind famous 
in every A ge. | 


Ir under the pe Ty- 
ranny of the Men, we have 
able to give ſuch ſtriking In- 
ſtances of our Fortitude, Chaſti- 
ty, and Abilities for Learning; 
how much more conſſ picuous 
might we have expected to find 


the * Actions of the Sex, 
had 5 


PREFAGE. 


had we been in every thing upon 
a Footing with them; --- Oppor- 
tunities equally favourable to ac- 
quire apd Occaſions equall/ 
freq uent to teſtify our Know- 
er and our. Skill! In all that 
IS.. immediately dependant up- 
on ourſelves, how greatly ſupe- 
rior do we appear even under 
our Diſadvantages. The Good- 
neſs of our Heart, and our vir- 
tuous Diſpoſition are ever tran- 
ſcendant. Let our Oppoyent- 
ſearch all Hiſtories ancient and 
modern, and produce ſuch In- 
ſtances of Chaſtity in the Men, 
as have here been omiſcuouſſy 
cited. If Fo ofeph rehiſed his Mil- 
treſs's Embraces, may we not ra- 
ther attribute it to his Gratitude 
A 2 for 


PEACE 
for his Maſter than to his con- 
ſummate Chaſtity ? And if Sei- 
Pio Africanus, at the taking of 
Mew Carthage, had Prudence 
enough to abſtain from the En- 
joyment of the beautiful Priſoner 
who was brought him, is there 
not Reaſon to imagine E. Am- 
bition conquer d his Luft, and 
that he ſubdued one Paſſion by 
the Indulgence of a om 2 


Wirn reſpett to Holy \ Writ, 
there is not a Paſlage in this 
2 that any wiſe claſhes with 

The Scripture does not men- 
| "ir Word of Inequality between 
the Sexes. If it be aſked why God 
began to make Man before Wo- 
i | man? This {imple Anſwer may 

| ſuffice : 
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ſuffice. : It was his Will, and it 
has not been thought proper to 
= us any. Reaſon for it. Upon 
Occaſion, as upon many o- 
thers, all unauthoriſed Deduc- 
der; from the holy Scripture, 
o give a Sanction to whimfical 
Proplios, ſhould be avoided. 
As no reaſon 1 1s. there aſſigned _ 
it, and as we are told —— Man 
and Woman are the Images of 
God, why ſhould. we ſuppaſe he 


g one more than the other ? 


"Ts F it = 875 © Eve was 
not only created after Adam, but 
was formed out of one of his 
Ribs: agreed; but Adam was made 
of Clay -— is that a Reaſon that 


Clay 1 was more noble than him ? 
A3 Our 


 FFEF* ACE. 
Our Antagoniſts may, perhaps, 
go on God would not form 
Moman out of the Head of Man, 


for fear ſhe ſhould equal him in 


Senſe ;_ nor out of his Feet, for 
fear he ſhould deſpiſe her too 
much ; but of one of his Ribs, 
to ſhew her ſhe ſhould conſider 

him as her Chief and her Maſter.” 


To this may be anſwered, with 


much greater Reaſon, * that Eve 
was formed of one of Adam's 
| Ribs to teach them they ſhould 
go Hand in Hand, and by the 
Side of each other.” 


Arx all this Argument can 
only relate to Eve, other Women 


| Huſbands for their Creation, and 


do 


_ 
N * 
* 
- 


do not preterid to be of a more 


ters, and all the futile A 


they might PM to our Dos — 
yy OT: 


oth, 
65 the Inconveniences of Chilu- 
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perfect Nature than their Chil- 


den, tho they contribute to their 


Production in a quite different 
Manner from 8 with reſpect 
to Eve. #112 „ 

Tauts uc was thought ne- 
Saler, with reſpect to our firſt 
Creation, to anticipate the Cavil- 


Cokrok RAL Diſtindtion miay-ar | 
firſt, perhaps, have the greateſt 


My ht in the Argument againſt 


his muſt relate to Stren 


bearing : With reſpect to the firſt; 


— 
ents > , 
o 
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every one knows it is greatly in- 
creaſed by: Exerciſe, and that if 
the Women uſed: as much as the 
Mien, though they might not in 
general be able to carry ſuch great 
Burthens as them, they would, at 
leaſt, be ſtrong enough to undergo 
all the Fatigues of | Buſineſs, or 
War. If this be allowed, it is ſuf- 
ficient, as I have no Intention of 
conferring upon my Sex the ho- 
nourable Employment of Porters. 


In regard to C "ET rang, it 
may be only neceflary to remark, 
that in America and the. greateſt 
Part of Africa, where the Wo- 
men work like the Men, Pre g 
nancy does not prevent them. 
8 deliver themſelves in the 

Middle 
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Middle of a Wood or à Field; 
they afterwards waſh themſelves 
and their Children in the next 
Rivulet, carry them home without 
wrapping them up, leave them 
and return to their Work more 
freely chan before.” SE 


Ix may be proper to ana 1 
the Reader in this Place, that tho 


all looſe Thoughts have been pro- 
perly excluded from the following 
Sheets, they are not repleniſſi d 


with dry Reflexions and tedious 


Reſearches. Our Adverſaries fur- 
niſh us with af ample Field for 


Ridicule : to think they have 
been Five "Thouſand Years ſearch- 
ing after Truth that to this are 


conſecrated their whole Lives, 


Har 


8 FR dt 
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their Fortunes, and their Pleaſures; 
that they are furniſhed with ſtu- 
pendous Arſenals and Magazines, 
amply filled with the Crops of all 
their learned Predeceſſors it is 
pleaſant to enquire what Advan- 
tages they or Society have reaped ? 
Why,  Chimeras, Prejudices, Er 
rors, Sefts, Diviſions, Supenſti- 
tion , Are not theſe ſolid Advan- 
tages? It is true, they have fre- 
quently interrupted the general 

Tranquility of the World, and 
been the Spring of Rivers of 
Blood; but then the Intent was 
good; Truth, nought but Truth 
was the Obj ect Poor weak Wo⸗ 
men have been debarr d from 
theſe Reſearches, and they have 


had little or 0 Hand in all 
the 


PREFACE. 


the Revolutions of Empires, and 
the repeated Maſlacres of Man- 
kind - they are therefore deſpi- 


{ed ! ---- But where is Truth all 


this while? Why, at the Bottom 
of a Well, where no Body can de- 
cend ! They have been theſe 
Five Thouſand Years finding out 
that—- They know nothing. 


Is ſit not diverting to think, 

that after theſe repeated and uni- 
verſally approved Determinations, 
the Men ſhould pique themſelves 


upon their Xnouledge, and deride 
the Women for their [gnorance ? 


"' FEMALE 


* 
1 


\ 


— . — — 


— 
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* 


4 
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# 


ANKE IND are 1 i to 
believe an infinite Number of 
Things, for which they can 
give no Reaſon; their Con- 
e is founded upon trifling Appear- 
ances, and the oppoſite Opinion would 
have as eafily prevailed, if Cuſtom had 
authoriſed it, or their Intellects Tad been 
firſt ene, with its Iden. * 12 ent 
5 Une 
It was but t "other Day, ea 
ſpeaking, that all the World believed, 
and indeed -to have not believed, would 
_ ay ſubſcribing one's ſelf a rw 
B 
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cal Idiot, that the Sun revolved round 

the Earth; Now, this Opinion is e* 

ploded, and Philoſophers, thoſe mental! 
Tyrants, force us to embrace the oppo- J\ 
ſite Syſtem. * The Julian Calendar, af- F 
ter being approved for upwards of Seven- | 
teen Hundred Years, was at length found { 
erroneous, and the Gregorian, to long re- 
* legally au thoriſed and received. 


When the Europeans firſt conquered 4 
America, the Savages ſeeing Numbers I 
of their Countrymen fall by their Sides 1 
readily. imagined. the efficient Cauſe of 4 
Death. was in de Muſketggha were.dit+ 
charged, and when they paſſed by theſe | 
mechanical Butchers, failed not to be- 
ſeech them to ſpare them. They have 
certainly: been diſabuſed e re now, as the 
— — of our brave Countrymen that 

have lately fallen by the Judiaus in the i 
French =; boo clearly demonſtrate. | 


N 


Th ee ew Game 
the, beſf,; becauſe, he is, moſt uled, tor, if, 
and the Regis in ' which (he! was 


brou ght 


© Female Rights vindicated. #7 
brought up the only Orthodox, tho, 
perhaps, © the leaſt Pains to 


enquire into it, e 
ci 


Was we inclined. 1 to | ms Gs 
Cauſe of theſe different Opinions, 'we 
ſhould find them center'd in Intereſt or 
Cuſtom; and it is infinitely e | 
cult to mY . . Sentiments as are 


T 


nr. 


f formed by P e, than to alter thoſe 
i which the m ming e eſta- 
1 bliſh. r 
4 N 9H ell ws Ae: 84 150 


5 


1 To theſe Ju be added 
e. 
tween the Sexes, and all that relates to 
them. It is as ———— | 
and the Sage and Iignoramms are. fo- 

* firongly prepoſſeſſed with the Notion;. | 
: that the Women are inferiom tote Men, , 
1 as well in Merit, and that - 
[ they ſhould remain in that State of Des 
pendance we: now ſee them, that tho : 
oppoſite Sentiment Ne- TT 


n, very W Paradox. - _ 2 
1 B 2 | ; 
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lt would, however, be needleſs to 
make uſe of any ſolid Argument to eſta- 
bliſh this Opinion, if Te? Men were 
more equitable, and their Judgment leſs 
biaſs d by Intereſt. As the Caſe now 
ſtands, we muſt fathom the Argument; 
and, in convincing them of our Equality; 
demonſtrate to them their own Weak- 
neſs and Inſignificance. Wo 


Aſk a Man his Opinion of the Wo- 
men in general, and he readily anſwers, 
| (if he ſpeaks from his Heart) we were 

made for his Uſe and Convenience; 
| — to the bringing up of Chil- 
dren in their tender Vears, and the Re- 
gulation of Houſhold Oeconomy. Some 


of a more enlivened Turn may, per- 


- haps, add that there are Women who 


1 Senſe and Conduct, but if one cri- 


tically examines either, the Woman is 
always diſcovered ; that they have nei- 
ther Prudence or Reſolution, devoid of 


| that genuine Senſibility with which the 
Men are endowed ; and that the Will of 


Heaven 


— 


in preventing their dabbling 1 


ment of States, or Employments of any 


a Lady actually upon 


theſe 


— 
1 2 
— " om > 
2 4 * 
* 


EA 
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Heaven is wiſely executed by che Men, 
in the Sei- 
ences, having any Share in the Governs | 


real Importance; that it would be a fine 
Thing indeed to hear a Woman ſpeak 
in the Houſe, or plead at the Bar; M 
how amply ridiculous would it be to ſee 
the 8 
mi the Paints of Arr. 
— rhry 10 clear the Intellects of 
a. Jury; or turning to the hoſtile Field. 
behold x Female General conducting an 
Army, giving Battle to the N or. 


e e e 
ighit at firſt kn 


12 8 un mige 

cats ſomething aukward- 
Tranſition; would not a_lit- 
— but this would. only be 
by Reaſon of its I at We 
founding of States, and the Regulation of 
the different: Empl which” com- 
pale them, the Women had been allot 


iy, and 
9 


ted their Parts, they would have been 


equally accuſtomed to their Execution as 
B 3, the 


g 
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the Men, and there would have been 

nothing more wonderful in their Vo- 
rere 

The laſt Redurcs off our Opponents 

that Things bave always been in this 
X efpett upon uh ſame Footing,, which is a 
Conviction 270 the Neceſſity 'of ther re- 
maining fo; and that if Women had been 
proper Objetts far receiving the Culture of 
Science, or fillng important Employs, they 
would dubtleſs. x aber their nies to 
LY 


_——. mn. 
* — 2 — 


But this A 18 Pidg 
the ſuppoſed Equity of the Men, and 
an erroneous Opinion foſtered by Cuſtom. 

I | Ts it conſequentially juſt, becauſe it pre- 
5 ; vails? As it is to be ſuppoſed that Men 
2 are to be guided by Reaſon, it is ĩima- 
gined ſhe bckctated Rules ſo univerſally 
:A received, but the Fault is not to be 
imputed to her. The Vanity and Am- 
3 Sition of Men preſcribed, and continue 
the Impoſiſion ID 


nn 
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| In all Gantt the W are; in | | 
| every Reſpect, dependant upon the Men 
| without being able to acquire ſuch Lights; 
| or place themſelves in fuch:a' Situationas 


to be fignalized by their Capacities: No 
one pretends to have ſeen us more hap- 
py, for ſuch has always been the State 
of Things, and it muſt be ond that 
our Situation in England is preferable 
to any Spot of the Globe. In C 
the Female Infants have their Feet com- 
preſſed to ſuch a Degree, that they can- 

| not aſterwards ſtir out of Doors; and at 


home they are allowed no Wm Com- 
pany than that of their Huſbands and 
their Children. In Turkey they are equal- | 

ly confined; im Taly they are very little 
better; and in France, by in Salique Law, = 
they are excluded to reign. As ta the | 
17 Afatics, the Africuns and the Americans, 

| thei? Wines enen 291 


| Pele im Englind:-wei aus fe . 
| in {every Think/2k cept we chance to 
Cr a higheſt Caſts and ſuch odds 


1 


there | 


A 
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there are we never reign, that Eliaabeti 
and Anne thould be cited upon every” 
Occaſion - r our Abilities for go- 
verning. The Men,, our ents;., 
will not in this Caſe allow 3 — 
Maxim, from fmall Things one may 
judge of great; but on the c „our 
Tenderneſs and Conduct of our 
Children, and our great Attention to do. 
meſtic Concerns, are us as hy 
Proofs of our Unſitneſs for more eligible | 
Employments, and that we were fent | 
into the World for nought elſe g and 


| becauſe it is difficult” to put Things ö 
* — they Pena ö 
4 The wiſeſt Lepidatons | in — . 


=P Fey States, have ſettled nothing in fa- 

3 wur of the Women. Every Law tends 

1 but to ſupport the Men in their 72 | 
Poſſeſſions. Amongſt the many Sages 

of Antiquity, as well as modern Times, | 

who have mentioned the Sex, there is | 


us, „ a 
— * 4 RMIT, F g 
N 


ſcarce one who'has' in their fa 
e. In this Reſpect, the e | 
_ = | ex... 1 
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Men is ſo analagous in all. Ages, and in 


every Part of the Globe, that one would 


be inclined to imagine they have enter- 


ed into an hereditary nb Com- 


bination againſt us. — Lis, indeed, che 


Opinion of many, that they are prompt 
ed by inſtinct to oppreſs us. What may 
induce this latter Belief is the ſuppliant 
Behaviour of the Women, they ſeem 


to look upon their Situation as natura, 
whether it be through a Defect of pro- 
A 


perly reflecting upon what they are, or 
being born and educated im aState of dub- 


jection, they conſider the Evil as irreme- 


diable. This much is certain, there are 
very few of our Sex Who ſo much a8 
pretend to claim an Equality with the 


—— 


Men, but ſeem to imagine their intelleo- 


tual Capacities are as different as their 


Bodies, and that there ſhould be as much 


Diſtinction in the Functions of their 
Lives, a8 in thoſe of their Bodies. 


— 


= On is e a 3 


founded, like moſt others, in 
Cult, . Appearances, and 


matured. 
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matured by neglecting a critical Search | 
after Truth. In order to arrive at the 
Source of this Error, we muſt recur to 
lan Cuſtonis and Manners, - when 
- we ſhall find that Women were com- 
pell d to ſubmit to the Law of Force; 1 
and neither the Want of intellectual Ca- # 


. pacities or real. Merit on their Side, rati- | 
N bed the Decree, which was as _— as. I 
Z When o one conſiders, without Prehn. 


7 


4 as the State of human Affairs, as well 'F 

with reſpect to the paſt, as the. preſent; P 
it muſt he acknowledged,” e. 
cur in one Point, that Reaſon has always 1 
ſubmitted to Prejudice, Ambition, or In- ö 
| tereſt; and one would imagine that Hiſ 
tones were only wrote. to prove, that 
in all. Times, fince Man was Man, Force 
_ Has prevailed... The greateſt Empires of 
Aa were che Work ef Uſurpers and 
Robbers, and the Ruins of the Grecian 
and Roman Monarctiies were amaſſed 
by a Set of Men - who. thought them- l 
{lves ſufficiently powerful to oppoſe their 


I Maſters, -. 


A 


* — 


1. 


Es c 
„ * * * 4 9 
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f Maſters, and give Laws to their Equals 

5 This Conduct is not leſs ſtriking in all 

9 Societies; and if Men behave” in this 

| Manner to each other, is not there ſtill 
greater Reaſon to believe, that they ex- 


erted their Power 'thei 
Wives, whom it was ſo much their In 
a re 4 * a! 16220 e371 


1 it improbable'@ nete — 5 
it Med, perceiving they were more robuſt, 
1 and had fome corporal 
' the Women, imagined Superiority ; 
4 lared for them in every Thing ? In the 
1 g, the Concluſion was no Way 
8 detrimental to us, as Things were chen 

upon ſo different a Footing to whit they 

are at preſent. There were then n G- 


| vernment, .no:Knowledge; no Employ oo 


ment, no Religion; and} of courſe: De- 

1 ane with it wo. diſ- 

1 ee e eee 3 
| _  theip Paſtime. The Men and Women 
were equally in a State of Innocence; 
telt Employment was the ann, 2 
141 80 471 1 a | fot. | 


% 
1 
— 


— 
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of the Earth, and their Recreation Hunt- 
ing; he or ſhe that was the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful was the moſt eſteemed. The In- 
conveniences and Conſequences of Child- 


bearing decreaſing the Woman's. Strength 


for ſome Time, and preventing her to 


Work as before, her Huſband's Aſſiſt- 
ance became abſolutely neceſlary, and 


the more ſo when ſhe had pre-con- 
ceived Children. Whilſt a Family was 
compoſed of only a Father and a Mother, 
and a few little Ones, no farther Ho- 
mage than Eſteem and Complaiſance 
was expected on the Side of the Man; 


but /when the Children grew up, when 


under the ſame Roof were the Father 


and Mother, his Children and Grand- 


children, the State of Dependance Was 
increaſed. The: Miſtreſs ſubmitted to 


her Huſband, the Son honoured his Fa- 


ther, and the Father commanded his 
Children. As Brothers ſeldom agree to- 
gether, one may reaſonably imagine they 
were not long ſo, but ſeparated in Con- 
ſequence of their domeſtic Jar s 


1 
11 


Hence 


f 
| 


255 — _ 


| 


8 
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Meier wells different Societies; be 
Head of each a Governor had Clected 


himſelf, The voluntary Dependance 


which was before approved, Was now ' 


changed into forced Obedience by chi 
deſpotic Invaſion. Fathers, Mothers; and 


Children, were compelled to ſubmit tothe 


unjuſt Uſurpers, and the Situation of the 


Women was'more ble than be- 
fore. Till then had RW none 
but Relations, who looked upon them 


and treated them as Siſters; but hence- 
forward they were forced to marry the ; 
greateſt Strangers, Who regarded them 
at once as the vanquiſhed,” and: PV 
choiceſt of the Enertiy's Speis, DIA 


En f ie foil, that the * 
Conquerors. deſpiſe the weakelh of ie» | 
Conquered; and the Women a 
to chem in dis Lzht, on A 
their Vocations, which — 


2 


Strength than thoſe of the Nen they 


were dn r __ ar 
0 | a 


A 
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gome were contented with their firſt 
Uſurpa tion, but others fall; more ambi- 
tious, | — by their Succeſs, were 
diſpoſed to encreaſe their Congueſts. 
The Women having too great a Share 


of Humanity to aſſiſt in theſe unjuſt 


Deſigns, they were leſt at Home, and the 
Mem: by Reaſon of their bodily. Strength, 
were preferred for. the Execution of theſe 
Exploits. In this Situation Things were; 
no farther eſteemed. than they were look - 
ed. upon as uſeful for attaining the des... 
ben End; and the Luſt of Dominion 
having become the moſt preyailing Fac. 
fion which cannot be ſatisfied but by 
Violence and; In Injuſtice, it is. not . hay 1 
that the Men, being the executive In- 
ſtruments, ſhould in this, Caſe, be pre- 
, ferredito the Women. They retai d 
| the Conqueſts they, made, and their | 
on Cguncils ratified the Tyranny 
which they themſelves executed. Thus 


it was that nee pe 


[ thetic Feeling: of the Women debarred 
them from ſharing in the Government 


of States. 7 
The 


— 


— 


12 
«7 
74 
# 
3 
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2722 +0 Mr 194 on 


Ihe Exit of Phils: Was oon 
Imissed by theit Subjects.” Everyone 
ſtrove. to gain the upper Hand of” Tis | 
Aſſociate, and the Dominion of 's 
culars was ſtill more abſolute over W 
F amilies. When a Lord found Himſelf 

Maſter of à People and a conſiderable 


Country, hie formed it at) a Kingdom; 


he eſtabliſhed Laws for the'Governimenit 
of it, choſe his Officers from amon 75 
Men, and appointed thoſe to the 
advantageous Employments, who yon 


been the meſt'ulchull in advancing his 
Schemes! This unjuſt Preferefice of one | 


Sex to the'other;] 7 the Women les 


reſ] & than before” and their Diſpofi- | 
bo age? Occupations / eſtranging them | : 


to all the Butthery of War, it Was ia 


gined they ctzuld be of no farther Uu 


to the Preſervation of States, than by 


aſſiſting to 2 thety.” ene LY 
V * 275 R. A 
When 


* bite ver divine 
Worſhip)" Sxcrifices were inſtituted and 


the Tus who e 


1 
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to themſelves the Government of States, | 
failed not alſo to ſeize upon the facer- 
dotal Offices; and Cuſtom having al- 

ready influenced the Women to believe 
the Men were Maſters of every Thing, 
they did, not ſo much as claim any 
Share in eccleſiaſtical Power. Such Prieſt- | 
eſſes as were admitted, were ſubordi- þ 
nate to the Men, and were 99 ; 
impoſe upon the Vulgar, who were 
taught to believe in the fabulous Deities 
5 thoſe Don. 3 


The Women being thus confecrated 
to H and the training up of their 
Children, it is not ſurpriſing they had no 
Share in inventing Sciences. The E- [ 
Gian Priefts, who had but little real 
Employment, amuſed themſelves in diſ- 
courfing with one another upon the moſt 
ſtriking Effects of Nature: "By Dint of | 
Reaſoning, they made ſuch Obſervations, | 
as excited the Curioſity of Foreigners, 5 
who repaired into Zgypr to be further |} 
* acquainted with their Diſcoveries. Ihe 
Sciences were en not yet even in their 
Infancy Fire 


wen r 


” — — — r 
. 
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Infancy, and the Women 5 at- 
tracted by them from their 'Houſholdt - 


Concerns; beſide, the Jealouſy - weich 1 
„ 


— — made them fancy 
ives Viſits (had they paid any to 
theſs — infraction) were through 
an amorous View! rather chan that of 


acquiring Knowledge. H We 10 - 
- misg d nos en T wed: 
„Neverſheleſs; n Learning 
made ſome Advances, We find: that 
many Women were equal to the moſt 


illamined Men of their Time; but the 


falſe Decorum that ſucceeded; which pro- 


ſeribed the Men; as well as their on dex, 


from viſiting them for feat of :creating 


Jealouſy, ſhut from them all further 


— and for Want 


1 ln bs ad, ris 8 e 
mid with frivolous Gewsi 


ware I thall..anfwer, the-Caſe' Wus far 
. C 2. 2 


ihgd; 


earſing what they knew, 
EE EE 


* 
v2 
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different at that Period with. to 
the Fate of female ns in Go 
vernment, Science, and Learning, and 
ber unc In theſe the WO- 
with the Men, who 
— us handſdrnerthanthemſelves ap- 
ptoved our ornamenting ourſelves by imi- 
tating us; but their Occupations calling 
them off from paying ſo much Attention 
to their Perſons as we could, in 
ing this Superiority ; we forced the Mens 
Attention, foften'd their Behaviour to- 
wards us, and render d our — 
more ſiipportable than it was before; 
Iqhus Women, by their Addreſs and In- 
genuity, regain d ſore mail / Dagret of - 
ae Flower, tot nf ſt 1 
. 727 era et” A 
*A Jemen 1 this denten 
Comecture, * ( to the uſual 
Conduct of Men, that they gained by 
Force the Empire they have aſſumed! 
over us; for to aſſert that Reaſon ad- 
judgedd it to them, none but the really 
maerxitoricus Men, who have underwent 
7 36 e None 


17 b 85 _ but 
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but thoſe who have Talents to im- 
prove ſhould be allowed the Viſit of 
the Sciences. ' None but ſuch as are 
thoroughly capable ee ſhould 
be admitted to Employs. But hom op- 
polite is Experience] Chance, Intereſt, 
or Neceſſity, decides their Vocations. 
Children follow: their Father's: Trade as 
if a Genius for it were 10 
thers are [neceſſitated ta turn Patſons, 
who would rather fight their Way thro” 
the World with a red Coat and a Cockade; 
and the clevereſt Man in the Worid 
without Intereſt or Money, may live ant 
die in Obſcurity, though he would have 
been the 8 


che mot exalted anne yr 2 


10 L671 « apts 
E this: Nawe no farther, a) 
ws; make this evident Concluſion, That 
Women in general are as ſit ſor the Of- 
fices of State, as thoſe who moſt com- 
monly fill them. All Women are not 
born with great Capacities any more:than: 
the Men; but balance the:Account, and; 
it Will not, atleaſt, n 
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* Aa 8 this laſtPoint tots; 

Source, we muſt examine the Behaviour 
df Children of both Sexes, hen Cuſtom 
and Prep udice have not-warp'd\thein/Iib-1 
Im, Girls one may diſcover; 

more Eaſe Genius and Addreſs; when 
Fear or Shame does not ſtifleitheir Ideas, 
talk in Hore vivacious and agree 
able Manner than Boys; there is more 
Freedom and Gaiety: in their Amuſe- 
mant and: "attain much quicker 
r — — to inſtruct thein's 
They are more aſſiduous, and have 
greater Patience in performing any Ex- 
are more — — and 


reſerved : In a word, one may diſcover 
in them, in a much higher „ all 
thoſe excellent Qualities which indicate 
490 Tr * 
une Oi 4 22 " 12 " 
 Nownithſtanding theſe Smd Prog- 
noſtics in the female Sex; when they are 
yet in their Cradle, no Nanda 1s 


Tray ao 77 


1 — * 
2 


1 


tors 


= 4 " \ ; 


(OY 


theſe remain'as 1 + 
and reap no other Advantage from itt 
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tors and Leſſons are confined to the Men; 
the greateſt Cate is taken to inſtruct 


them in every thing that may ſtirtifꝰ 


their Senſe, ind regulate their. Judgment; 


| whilſt the Effeminacy of the Women is 
left to increaſe upon them, 


idle- 
neſs or Ignorance, by the moſt puerile, 


or the meaneſt Vocations. nee $4 


this Partiality and Preference, the Men 
are every Day forced to acknowledge 
« the two Sexes reſemble, an elder and 
younger Brother, the latter of whom 


negligent Education, that the other far- - 
dls himin aiching but the Advantage. 
GINNY 12 231147 497 
or M4 6 cop arin 2 203 

But 0 all, pray let me aſſc any 
Perſon that is not! 2 Pedant ot N 20 
gue, of what great Benefit is | 


in general to Men ? It is loſt upon 


greateſt Part for Want of Comprehenſion; 
as they were, 


than becoming greater Fools than before. 


e * 


frequently teſtifies, notwithſtanding his 1 
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 nto'aclaſfical Series of Vice 1 
Immorality, and Prophaneſs ; they ac 
quire as much hghttas heres their . 
tellects to all religious Belief; decide, and 
pretend to refute orthodox Points they 
do not underſtand. In acquiring'a _ 
tering of Greek, ' Bain and Met 
they give up their Gd and cou 
mund their Salvation. Had they ugh 
1n' them before pleatant, agreeable, "or 
diverting, it is loſt in the Pedant. Every 
Thing diſpleaſes them, and they diſ- 
13 every Body. Their literary Voy- 
age may be compared to à feat e a- 
* from hence tliey re- 
turn with all the barbaròus Manners of 
the Natives. What they have acquired 
mbles contfaband Goods, which 
neither dare, or know how to diſ- 
= If they have a Mind to come 
0 ck to themſelves and the World, the 
School of the Ladies is the only Crucible 
for their Tranſmutation, where they are 
melted down into polite, agreeable con- 
verſuble People. The Dis :of Erudi⸗ 
tion no longer taints them, and they are 
| rendered fit i for Societye | 
: When 


9011 Tx v1 I. ; &D << n 


When hive is mow 3 
nftcag. of deſpiſing the Women -for- 
Want of Learning, they ſhould beer. 
ee If os thewke Bavd they 


e by this Means prevented: diſplaying 


their Talents to Advantage onthe 0+: 
ther, their natural Genius is ſecure: from 
being ſpoilt or loſt à and not ithſtanding 
this, Priyation, their Virtuę and good 
Senſe, their Eaſe and Affability ingrenſe 
with their Age; and if we compare the 


Louths, Who. juſt ſtart from their Stu- 


digs, with, Girls of the: ſame Age; and 
an equal Share of Senſe, their. oppoſite 
Behaviqu would inducerane to believe 
the Ladies, were juſt come from:: ige. 
Univerſity, and young Gentlemen ii 
broke looſe from 855 Tapeſtry. 4 #2: le 
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Continue the Compariſen between 


whatnard called Learned Men; by the, 


World, and gurſehyes (ſo unwerfally..; 
4 believed) weak, , frail, Women. One 
would imagine the Learning with;which;-; 
their, Headvare n 4 ha 5 0 their 


indbzo A 1309 Þ Ine, * 
_ baobal © 8 | 


— 
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Intellects, and confuſed all their Ideas. 
How fow of them can utter a Sentence 


With either Eaſe or Grace; they are ſo 


attentive to lug in hard Words by the 
Head and Shoulders, that they confound - 
themſelves; repeat the ſame Thing a do- 
zen Times over, and as oſten loſe the 
Chain of their Diſcourſe; and would not at 
length be able to finiſſi it, if, perhaps; 
ſome Wansgft wind Female Ju not | 


Wen a a Wan Delis a Relation, 
there is no ſtudied Prelude to make it 
come aß . no falſe Inter on 
i h former Diſcourſe to render 
it - but the Converſation hav- 
ing — introduced her Story, ſhe, 
with an unaffected Eaſe, relates it, without 
being at a ſtand for Words, (or queſtioning 
the "Authority of ſome, and rejecting others) 
which flow with a ſp s Proprie- 


ty. The engaging Complaiſance with 
which the Women offer their Opinion 


in any Argument, proves at once the 
their Conduct, and the juſt- 


Indeed, 


neſs of their Reaſoning. 


* 
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Indeed, Nature ſeemed” to Jefliine 8 


Women for Orators; their natural un- 
tutor d Eloquence fo far ſurpaſſing all 
the Rhetoric and Logic of the Schools. 
With what graceful Eaſe they deliver 
themſelves; they ſeem by Intuition to 
chooſe the moſt energie Expreflions ; 
and though they are but ſeldom allow- 
ed to ſtudy Grammar,” their Forms of 
Speech are the moſt perfect Idioms of 


— — 


their Language. When I mention a 


Cibber or a Pritchard as public Orators 
(for ſuch are Actreſſes to be conſider d, 
as the Stage is the only Place where we 
can diſplay our Talents that Way) per- 
haps I ſhall be excuſed citing any pri- 
vate Perſonages, though I am confident 
many equal them. As a Proof of our 


Diſpoſition and natural Capacities for the 


moſt ornamental Learning, I ſhall refer + 


to Mrs. Carte, who has done fuch ſtrict 
Juſtice to Epictetus, and difplay'd/ ſuch 


a Fund of real Literature in her late Trang— 


lation, that the modern male Critics have 


owned her equal to any Genii | of their 


Gender. 8 


D When 
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When we conſider the Sex with re- 
ſpect to Medicine, it would ſeem they 
were born to exerciſe the Art, and aſſiſt 
the Sick. Their great Cleanlineſs, their 
Attention to every minute Complaint, 
their Readineſs to redreſs it, their kind 
Behaviour, their ſympathetic Fondneſs, 
are ſo many Reſtoratives to the Patient. 
Their Abilities. are not confined to ad- 
miniſtring the Remedies; they are e- 
qually fit for diſcovering them. The 
World is indebted to our Sex for a 
Number of medicinal Inventions, -and 
our Countrywomen in particular (ſome of 
whom have received pecuniary Grants 
from Parliament for their Diſcoveries) 
are remarkable for their great Hoſpitality 
and Charity to the Sick of all Kinds. 


Let us now view the Ladies in a mar- 

ried State, in which they enter for Life, 

the many Viciſſitudes whereof force them 

to exert the greateſt Philoſophy, and the 

moſt conſummate Prudence. Little Ex- 

_- penience will evince that the Women are 
| | mae 


omg 
: 
* — 
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more ſuited for this holy Union than the 
Men. Girls are capable of regulating 
24 Houſe, and all the domeſtic Concerns 

of a Family, at the Age when Men are 
not able to regulate themſelves, and 


ſhould remain under the Government 


of their Tutors, inſtead of launching out 
as Maſters of themſelves and Families. 


What Pains do the Women take to 
live peaceably with their Huſbands ? 
They ſubmit themſelvesto their Controul, 
they do nothing without the Conſent of 
their Lords and Maſters ;'they force their 
Inclinations in almoſt every Thing, to 


avoid diſpleaſing, and they frequently  * 


deprive themſelves of the moſt-reaſon- 
able Diverfions to prevent giving their 
Huſbands any - Suſpicion. © The Incon- 
ſtancy of the male Sex is notorious, and 
the Fidelity of the Women is as remark- 
able. Cuſtom has authoriſed them beth 
ſo cruel is that Tyrant to us upon every _ 
Occaſion ! We nevertheleſs patiently ſup- 
port our Misfortunes, even though our 
| Huſbands take every poſſible Means te 
SHY D 2 _ © aggravate 
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aggravate them. How manifeſtly ſupe- 
. rior are we here in Leute, Reaſon and 


Forbearance 


tuihe N 80 of domeſtic Con- 
cerns, is the Department of the Women, 
becauſe the Men's Pride makes them 
fancy it beneath them, . otherwiſe we 
ſhould not be indulged in this ſmall 
Share of Government. But the great 
Care we take of our Children plainly 
proves how ſuited we are for any Voca- 
tion, and particularly for this, which is 
of no {mall Importance, when it is ma- 
turely conſidered how much the Com- 
monweal depends upon the proper —_ 
ing of Children. How frequently is 
Mother's Reſt interrupted, by her 5 
tion or dread of her Child's Wants; ſhe, 
with the greateſt Pleaſure, deprives her- 
{elf of Neceſſaries, that her Child may not 
want them; if it teſtifies the leaſt Symp- _ 
toms of Pain, the Mother is upon the 
Rack till it is appeaſed, and is ſtill more 
tortured for not being able to eaſe her 


Child at the Price of her own Suffering, 
The 


Female * ee. * 


The virtuous Conduct ad reli oy 
8 which is ever greateſt on the 
Side of the Wife; fail not to give that 
moral Turn which is always to be 
found, even in Men, till fuch Time as 
they have abandoned themſelves t to Li- 
| bertiniſm and Licentiouſneſs. } K 


Were bene ee 
tail of all the Circumſtances in Lift, 
wherein the Women manifeſt ſuch ſus 
perior Virtues to the Men, it might be 
thought too great a Panegyric (border- 
ing upon Partiality) from a female Pen. 
How ſtriking would be their a 
and Abſtemiouſneſs, with reſpect t | 
Drinking and Eating! How ohiloſophi- 225” 
cally great their Patience in Adverſity ; N 
their Courage and Reſolution in Fatigue 
and Difficulties; their Moderation in 


— — 
* 


Pleaſure, and the Indulgence of their 


Paſſions ! How poli ry, their Charity __ 
and Benificence ! How rigid their Pro— 
bity ! How amazing their Prudence 


N a W 9 we ſhould appear to parti- 
iy | w_ 
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cipate with the Men, in all human Vir- 


tues, without partaking of many of their 
innumerable Vices and Foibles. 


Theſe are 7 Sentiments and Obſer- 
vations upon the intellectual Capacities 
of the two Sexes; but to aveid being 

dogmatical (which is the great Vice of 
my Opponents) I ſhall now conſider, 
and 1 hope refute, the moſt material 
An chat have been urged to 
Prove a Diſparity between us. | 


What confirms the Vulgar in their 
pen of the Women is, that the 
Learned corroborate it. Thus the Sen- 
timents of the World being biaſs d by 
an implicit Belief of what they are told 
from thoſe they look upon as their Su- 
periors, they give up their Right to 
 hink for themſelves, and are blind- 
folded led by their Noſe, into any Deptb 
of Error that hana! hay have pre- 


m_ ; 
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Ehe kde of Truth being anal 
Science, what is propoſed by thoſe. who | 
are learned, never fails, being” looked 


upon as true; and as the e 


ber of theſe are only nominally ſo, thoſe | 


who let themſelves be decided by the 
Majority, are on the Side of Error, which 
is the moſt agreeable to them, by _ 
ſon of their great ning with it. 


Thus it happens TR meet 


with Poets, Orators, Hiſtorians, and Philo» 


ſophers, who publicly aſſert that the Wo- 


men are inferior to the Men; leſs noble; 


leſs perfect; they are caſily reconciled to 
this Opinien, being ignorant that the 


pretended Knowledge of theſe Writers | 


is juſt the ſame as their own, . 2 
in nothing but its greater Extent, an 


being more ſpecious; adding to "the 7 


Force of Cuſtom, the Sentiments of the 


Ancients, upon whoſe Authority all their 
Certainty is founded: And in this Re- 


ſpect, the Learned and the Unlearned, 
fall into - by: 


* 


* 


®* 


1 4 
4 
0 d . — 


believing 


what 
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what thoſe they eſteem aſſert, and being 
prejudiced in their Favour, credit what- 
ever they ſay muſt be true; inſtead of 
deferring-their Approbation til 9 are 
convinced of their Veracity. 


Poets and Orators have no other De- 
fign, than to pleaſe and perſuade; and 


— Appearances are ſufficientwith moſt Men. 


Exaggerations and Hyperbole being eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to them, in order » 
enlarge Ideas as occaſion ſuits, they a 
Pleature transform great Things * 
ſmall, and ſmall Ones into great. Thus 
too frequently attribute the Vices of 
ſome particular Women to the whole 
Sex, and the Virtues of ſome individual 
to all the maſculine Creation. The Or- 
naments, with which they decorate their 
Diſcourſe, has a marvellous Effect in 
forcing a Belief upon the Unwary. Their 
fine Words and flowing Sentences daz- 
zle the Judgment of the Ignorant, and 
prevent their diſcovering the Truth. 
There are ſeveral Pieces wrote againſt 
ae AN m to moſt People 
| „ 


— 
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carry all the Appearance of Reaſon, when 


nothing but the Figures of Speech, ſuch 
as Metaphors, Proverbs, Deſcriptions, 
Similies, are of any real Force. And 
becauſe there is generally a good deal of 
Art and Genius in theſe Compoſitions, 
it is nee there is r en in 
them. 


There are 3 Wen enou 8h t to 


imagine, that the Women are more 
given to Choler and Paſhon than the 


Men, becauſe Poets have repreſented the 
Furies under the Figures of Women; 
they ſhould conſider this as only a 

Flight upon Pegaſis, and that the ſame 


Hand that draws the Harpies with fe-" 


male Viſages, paints the Devil 1 in the 


Shape of a Man. 


I have heard ſome doughty Ei@ritatts 


endeavour to prove that the Women are 


inconſtant, becauſe a certain famous Latin 
Poet has ſaid, they are jubjett to continual 
Changes; and a French Writer has com- 
pared them to a Veatbercoct. Such dull 


Rogues may mmm 
F — 0 b 
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of an Author, and fancy the Point of 
Wit to be the Point of Diſpute. 


| in Elbquence may be called Speak- 
ing Optics; there is no Point of Light 
in which it may not place a Figure; there 
is no Colour, no rance that it can- 
not give it; there is no Virtue that may 
not appear a Vice in this Speculum.. _ 


| - What Hiſtorians aſſert with reſpect to 
the Women, makes ſtill greater — 
ſion than the Harrangues of Orators; 
| they appear to advance nothing upon 
| their own | Authority; their Evidence is 
ll leſs ſuſpected ; beſides, it agrees with 
| People's prior Opinion, and they are ſa⸗ 
l tified in finding Women were formerly 
in the ſame Situation they are now. But 


| all the Influence Hiſtorians have upon 
| the Minds of Men, is nothing but the 
| Effect of Prejudice, fo common with 
| reſpect to Antiquity, which is repreſent- 
[i ed under the Figure of an old Man, who. 
| being endowed” with great Wiſdom and 

| Experience, is not liable to be impoſed 
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upon, or aſſert ought that deviates from | 
Truth. % Hons 


Nevertheleſs, the Ancients were - 
qually liable to Error as the Moderns; 
and there is no more Reaſon for aflent- 
ing to their Opinion now, than there 
was at the Time of their Exiſtence. 
Women were looked upon formerly as 

they are at preſent, and with juſt the 
— Reaſon; therefore every Thing the 
Men have ſaid. upon this Subject, ſhould 
reaſonably be ſſ becauſe they are 
Judges in their own Cauſe, and would 
never decide againſt themſelves. For 
this Reaſon, when the Sentiments of 
Fifty Authors are. cited againſt the Wo- 
men, they are to be conſider as the Tra- 
dition of Prejudice and Error. There ate 
28 little Faith and Rectitude in ancient 
Hiſtory as in common Relations, where- | | 
in, it is too well known, there are hard- 
ly any. Authors never fail to interſ 
in their Writings what is dictated. by 
their Paſſions or their Intereſt; - and the 
00 Part of them having but very 22 


iy " 
* 


— 


48 Female Rights vindicatel. 

fuſed Notions of Virtue and Vice, fre- 
quently take one for the other : Thoſe 
who read their Productions, with the 
-afual; Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of thoſe 

| eſteem, fail not to embrace the 
2 Miſtake.. Prejudiced in their own 
Favour, the Virtues and Advantages of 
their Sex are every where exaggerated”; 
the Merit of the Women is depreciated 
and debaſed wo kf An m_—_ In- 
— Tv! 24 


When one is appriſod of this inequi- ; 
table. Proceeding of the Men, and takes 
the Trouble of examining into © paſt 


Times, it appears ſurpriſing that the Wo- 


men have not been behind hand with 
the Men in any thing, and that the 
Virtue they have demonſtrated upon 
every Occaſion, is far beyond ought 


the Men can cite in their Favour. They 


have teſtified in every Situation as great 
intellectual Talents and Abilities as the 
Men: Some have govern'd States and 
Empires with the moſt exemplary Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Moderation; others have ad- 
miniſter d 
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miniſter d Juſtice with ſuch Integrity as 
could be equall'd by nothing but the 
_Areopagites. Many 
dence and goed Counſel, re-eſtabliſhed 
the Tranquility of Kingdoms, and-re- 
placed their Huſbands upon their Thrones. 

| they not commanded Armies? 
Have they not-defended Ramparts with 
more than heroic Courage? Such as we 
might expect to find. in. an. Alexander, a 
Coctes, or a King of Pruffia ! Ho many 
have there been whoſe Chaſtity was , 
Proof againſt every Attack? Neither the- 
moſt tremendous Threats could ſtagger, 

or the moſt alluring: Promiſes. ſeduce 
them ; and-if the Bigotry and Supertl- 
Bon o thaſe Days till — ed, the Tor- 
ments they ſuffered or Religion would 
. —_— Weight in the Ballance. 
Have we not ſeen as much Learning in 
the Women, as aught the Men could 
ever boaſt? All the Sciences have been 
inveſtigated to their ous Depths by - 
Females. Have they | 


\ BB 


— 


- 
— 4 


ve, by their Pru- 


— — "7. 
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fical Reflexion? Languages, Politics, Mo- 
rality, even Mathematics, have all been 
exhibited in the Sex. How then does 


- the ee 
Women! u 


3 


The Auge of dhe Lawyer he 


great Weight with many People in re- 
IN to the Women, as their Profeflion 


— Du This to adjudge to every one 
ut the Women under 


— Dominion 2 eir Huſbands, as Chil- 


dren under that of their Father, in fay- 
ing, that Nature allotted them the minor 


Functions in the Community of the 
World, eſtranging them from public Au- 


thority. This Opinion is frequeritly 
quoted upon their Foundation, and look - 


ed upon as irrefutable. But, with all 
due Submiſſion to the Gentlemen of the 


—— 


Robe, they — de a 
barraſſed, if they 


an — . — Exp en of what what 2 
Call Nature upon | his Doralldn, and how 


the — e he ene 


EY 
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u mut be confdered, that thee; wits 
formed or compiled the Laws, being 
Men, favoured their own Sex, as the 
Women would, perhaps, have done with, 


regard to theirs, had they ſupplied their 1 


Place; and Laws having been made 
ſince the Formation of 1 in the 
ſame Manner as they are at preſent, 
with reſpect to the Women, Lawyers, 
who were not without their Prejudices, 


have attributed to Nature a Diſtinction 


that is only due to Cuſtom. The Prin- 
eiple of Dependance and Servitude is ab- 
ſolutely repugnant to Nature, which puts 


all Mankind per an Equality, DOT 


it wilt! not be difficult. to 8 
ourſelves to diſſent from the Opinion of 
che Learned, as it is cafily, difcovered. | 
that their Profeſſion does not induce” © 
them to inſttuct themſelves with Pre- 

ciſion of the Reality of Things. Appear- 
ance and Probability are ſufficient for: 2 
Poets and Orators. The Evidence 6f + 
uity is al that Hiſtorians: by 
themſelves about, and the Opinidh of 
3 1 
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ers is founded in Cuſtom. But 
with reſpect to the Sentiments of Phi- 
loſophers, it will be more difficult to in- 
validate them, as it would ſeem that theſe 
deep Reaſoners are above all thoſe Con- 
ſiderations that influence the former, as 
indeed they ought to be, who pique 
themſelves upon ſearching after Trutlr 
wherever the is to be found. This 
Maxim, in which they pretend to center 
all their Reſearehes, ſecures them a 
neral credit for all their Propoſitions, 
particularly when they do not claſh with. 
the generally received Opinion. 


Thus their Aſſent to the common 
Error of the Inferiority of the Women, 
gives it its greateſt Weight. But'when 
it is conſidered that moſt Philoſophers 
reaſon from the fame Principle as the 
Herd of Mankind, and not from any 
ſuperior Knowledge; that they brought 
their Prejudice from the Schools, where 
it is ſo early inculcated ; that they would 
be guilty of the greateſt of Ctimes a- 
mongſt their Sect to goubt an tha 

2 . at 
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E hed; chat the 
of the Sexes was never ſo 


gume ntation, being before & thoroughly 5 
believed; it 3 whether 
Philoſophers are a whit more diſin- 
tereſted in this N chan 1. _ 
thers of their Sex. 


They . 


new Worlds—infinite Space-Vaccuums; 
the Materiality and infinite Divifibility 
of the Rays of the Sun; r 
towards ſuch Nr W i 2s 
es 11. | 


2 2 diſcover which — 
E the Advan- 
tage over the other, —— 
geſted by none but thoſe who are either 
ignorant of their Hypotheſis s, or preju- 
diced in their Favour. The K = | 
of ourſelves is abſolutely neceſſary 
men gn 
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— that of our Body, which is the- 
Organ of Knowledge. In this reſpect 
Philoſophers are very ſuperficial, as they 
are in regard to Truth and Science; that 
is to ſay, the Method of acquiring ſuch 
real Lights, without which it is impoſſi- 
ble to diſcaſs the preſent Queſtion ; but 
not to loſe Time in relating any Opi-- 
nions of theſe Men, I ſhall give in gene- 
rat what I think upon the Subject: 


Al Men bein 8 made like 0 
they have the ſame general Ideas upon 
natural Fhings; for Example, of Light, 
Heat, and Duration; and all the Know- 
| ledge we endeavour to arrive at, is re- 
duced to a particular Acquaintance with 
the interior and exterior Diſpoſition off 

2 in order to our framing 

a juſt Opinion of them. All that Ma- 

ſters can do in order to teach us this, is 
to make us properly apply our Faculties 
to whatever preſents itſelf, that we 
may examine the Appearances and 
Effects, without Precipitation or Preju- 
dice; and to point out to us the Order 
3 in 


— 
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ir which it is to range our 
Thoughts, to properly recur to them. 
when we have Occaſion. 120 — 


For Example,” if a. Perſon who har 

no Learning were to afk me, in what 
conſiſted the Fluidity of Water? Iſhould 
aſſert nothing upon the Occaſion, but 
aſk him what Obſervations he had made 
upon that Head? Whether he thought 
the Water, not being conſined in a Veſ- 


ſel would not - itſelf ;- that is 
to ſay, whether all its — not, 
in that -Caſe, te and  difunite of 
CE ES any foreign Body 


introduced? I would bid him put his 
Finger in and he would find no Reſiſt- 
ance; and tell him if he threw im Sugar 
or Salt, Lr 
incorporate with the Liquor. Sd far! © } 
| ſhould fay nothing new; and if in he 
2 | 
to him of Reſt and Motion, he would: 
then find. that the Nature of Liquor 
conſiſting in its inviſible. Parts being in 
perpetu — be 


| luftrated ; and it will appear that: every- - 


as well as Time to acquire, 2 
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confined in ſome Veſſel, and gives Way 
to any hard Bodies; that the Particles f 
Water being ſmall, ſmooth, and point- 
ed, they introduce themſelves into the 


Pores of the Sugar —— 
tha Tarts by er Ianchon. 


This Idea of Fluidity,. mins dt. 


tached Fart of Phyſics, would appear 


with much greater Perſpicuity under its 
proper Head in natural Philoſophy ; as 
it is, there is ſo complex in it, 


but the common Run of Women n 


eaſily comprehend it: Nor is there any 
Thing more difficult in the other Paris 


of Science, when they are properly il- 


Work, or many of the moſt 


| common. Vocations the Women 8 


* fact, the Ideas 4 - natural Oed 
vue formed in the fame Manner by every 


Deines | One. 
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one. Adam conceiv'd them juſt the ſame 
Way as we; Children like aged Per- 
ſons, and Women like Men; and theſe 
Ideas are renewed, ſtrengthened, and 
ſa by the continual Application” 
of the Senſes. The Mind is ever bufy, 
and they who can diſcover its tions 
in one Reſpect, may eaſily find them 
out in all the Reſt. There is no other Dif- 
ference in the Heat of the Sun, and that 
of a ſingle Spark from the fire, but the 

jon of great to ſmall. To think 
properly upon theſe Subjects, there is no- 
Oxcaſion — ane or _ . | 
ciſe of the Body. * L 


It is not fo with 
I have been ſpeaking 
plication muſt | be ; the Ideas 
being, as one may ſay, arbitrary, it is 
more difficuleto conceive-and feu them. 
Hence ariſes the Neceffity of a long Ap- 


„ 5 
of; here the Ap- 


prenticeſhip to learn any Trade, as it 

——_ upon Exerciſe. ike wat 
Ta , the common Occu 

of &, Skill is * woblene 


the a 


58. Female Rights vindicated. 
the. Proportions upon the Can 
vas, to diſtribute with Preciſion, the Silk 
of Worlted.; to mix with Propriety the 
3 to not too much confine or too 
much extend the Points; to not put more | 
in one Row than in another; to make 
the Shades imperceptibly diminiſh. Ina 
Word, one muſt know; how to variegate 
the Work in a Thouſand different Man- 
ners to arrive at any Perfection; whereas 
2 to do but 
obſerye with Order Works Jt com 
plete, and ever uniform; and the Difficulty 
in ſueceeding in this depends leſs upon; 
the Objects + and the Diſpoſition of the 
Body, than in finding a Maſter whoſe 
IN. ea Re te AG 7 


oth ien and: Wehen reg — 
ivg. converſe upon Points relative to tha 
6 — fince the Method of acquiring 
them is nothing more: than to correct 
thoſe: two Infirmities- of good Senſe. 
which; are irnbibed through precipitate. 
Judgment, ad confirmed by the Error. 
af Vall. 
The 


cab | 
hem ts vere. — to lop | 
is not ſufficient; e che let to 
the Root, and regain Inch by Inch the 
real ' Poſſeflions of the Sex; chcegh 10 


uſurped under ſf Pretenees. 
Iris therefore to urge my Rea- 
ſons ſtill farther by ſtated Principles, that 
r r 
* nent, 
My firſt Proputionis, that bm, ton- 
foder'd according to the Prinriples of ſound 
Philoſophy, are as capable as the Men" af 
| w- Mee eee 
Sa 1 © 22191) lan 97 
26 not has norn2T6 - 30 vs de 1 
It is eaſily obſerved that all die Dit. 
— detween che Sexes, conſiſts only 
in the Frame of their Bodies, With e. 
. wee are formed 
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for the Production of their Specie. The 
Soul is united in the Body of Women, 
in the ſame Manner as in Men; and the 
mental Capacity which thence ariſes is 
excited in Women by the ſame Paſſions, 
Deſires, and Diſpoſitions, as in Men. The 
Head, which is univerſally. allowed the 
Seat of Reaſon, is, according to the moſt 
critical Anatomy, formed exactly the 
ſame, pr ponren +2 of all the like Parts 
in both Sexes. The Women have the 
ſame Organs of Senſe as the Men, in 
every Reſpect; they hear by their Ears, 
ſee by their Eyes, and taſte by their 
Tongues ; and as far as ion and 
Compariſon can be allowed to decide, 
when there is no other Arbiter, they 
have all their Senſes in as great, if not 
greater Perfection, than the Men. Thus 
are they both ſtruck in the ſame Manner 
by external Objects; and having the ſame 
Faculties of Memory and Reflexion as 
the Men, wherefore can we imagine they 
have not the Power of Reaſoning and 
Judging with equal Preciſion? H this 
be allowed, we have arrived at equal 
Knowledge in Metaphyſics with them. 
Having 
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„/in Eyes and Rast eg he 
not : of f 1d, the Ang 
tommy of the Harty an Body; in confideriti 
| the Symetry and Stuchere of the Parts, 
= 2 Difference and Analogy; theft 

„Motion, and Functions; the 
— me they are liable to, and "from 
thence'conclude the Mears "t6/preſere 
them in a proper State, and of reſtoring 


then to it when!” they under o any A. 


eration.” F 4 oP 75 Rt un 4 
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mee dene wer neclly or 5 


| g this, than an Rtqqudint 
ance witli external Bodics which oe 
their own, in diſcovering : their > 
| 15 and the Cane of their 
of” 1 1 Experiments, And 
the Women being equally capable” of 
oth, may 5 feat OL. 
iy Phyſics and Medicine as Men. why 
27 My . * il 153, 
Is there Ocala for ſuch. alt Pens⸗ 


bation to know, that Reſpiration is abſo- 
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"> 
* 


% 


* 
SES * 5 «II IE — . 4 — 
— —— — — mo — — — —— 


6 Female Rights uindi catru. 
lutely neceſſary to preſerve Life; and that 
wie is perform d hs, Means of their 
Which enters at the Noſtrils and the 
| Math, andconveys tle e 
refreſh the Blood which paſſes 
cireulating over the Whole Body, and 
produces Alterations in Proportion to its 
Denſity. or Rarefaction, which, are oceay 


* by Vapours and Exhalations.t, 


33 Y, What is there the 
= may not equally diſcover with 
the Men? All the planetary Phænomena 


are viſible to them by the Uſe of Optics; 


and a proper Attention to their en 
cal: Revolutions, will inform them of 


their Motion and their Courſe. Perhaps, 
their general Ignorance of Mathematics 
may be urged as a f for their Con- 
cluſions being yague, and their RE 
incorrect; i > tors not. 7 their 
Inabihty of ac Fah Knowledge there- 
in, ſince; all 12 5 aculties arę clearly 
evinced to be as perfect as thoſe of the 


f Men. "O17 55k actle: 5000 Si 1 
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Wes wie ready” tals r thoſe © 
Diſpoitions in the Women, which are 
Proper for the Culture of thoſe Sciences 

neceſſary for their own Inſtrucon:; and 
if we go a little further We may diſcover 
in them a Power of acquiring thaſe 
which are eſſential 2 rar, general 
Union in e 6 97h 7 


It i is an Error in vul Philoſoph 
make ſheh_ great nie Fa bn 
the Sciences, that (according to this Opi- 
nion) one can farce diſcover any Ah 
nity between them. The Extent f hu- 
man Wiſdom is greatly limited, in ſup- 
poſing hat rib: one Man is capable”6f act 
q uiring a Proficiency in ſeveral Sciences; 
at being diſpoſed for Phyſics and: Me- 
 dicine, 'one can have no A for Elo- 
quence oc Theology." ich 3 Str OL 
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This Notioh is, on tlie ae des 
eaſioned by the uſual Way of confound? 
ing Nature with-Cuſtom-;- in taking the 
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one Science than another Ge the Effect 

ofo their Conſtitution ; whereas it ip ge- 
nerally only acaſual Inclination occaſiond 
by Neceſſity; Education, or Uſe; and 

—— Hand, for, want of having 
obſerved, that there is, properly 1peak- 
ing, but one. Science in the World, which 
ð that of, Knowing ourſelves, and that all 
the Reſt. are only particular Applica+ 
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is at preſent, in learning Languages, 
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bow to acquire nes; 
155 . e ens 
EE 
des in this Retpedt 3 ut 
culty would be mutual on, both Sides. 
neceſſrry to think, 
| properly. This is done by ſeriouſly fix- 
one s Mind upon thoſe Objects which 
offer 8 in order th form clear 
and diſtinct-· Ideas of them; to examine 


Sides, their different 
Was * 5 * 


2 Relations, and from thence conelude no! | 
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Judgments but what, ee: manifeſtly. 
true. Having made theſe juſt Conclub- 
ons, there is nothing more neceſſary for 
compleating the 9 — than to range 
one's. Thoughts in a natural Order. In 
this there is not any above the Ca- 
pacityof the Women; thoſe who could in- 
ſtrut themſelves in this Manner in Phy- 
fics and Medicine, will find no great 
ee bring ent in all 
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believe there is another Spirit - inſinite- 
Author of all Nature. Hence the Fun- 


0 After having learnt cs in 
9 Pleaſure ct IS 
and in what: Manner external Oby 
contribute to the Perfection of the 
and to the Preſervatiofi f the — 
canhiet fail conchiding, that to uſe them 
without Moderation, is being one's oπ]n 
Enemy." If afterwards ſhe is immerſed in 
the general Combuſtion of civil 
being ſubject to the ſame Paſſions and 
Wants as her fellow' Creatures, the 
root er gg e 
une WII 0 
curlto her; and allo; chat in order to 
effect this; one muſt our chat Luſt of 
Gan which is the Cauſe of e 
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that in order to 

ns in civil t 
to er e : 
tent of their Taſtivation;'! he will view  - 
Juite fred 
equal, without any other Inclina- 
tion but that of e own Preſervation} 
and with an equal Right over! every - 


of their Obl 


them abſtracted fromm 
and 


fd, that tis Equality engaging chem 
in a War, or fomenting a continual Diſ- 
truſt, - whuch is to their In- 
tent, human Reaſon: dictates to them 
2 they-cantiot- tie in Peace without 


ae up duis Right, And without 


Se render cheſe Obligations 
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ceſſary to refer to an Umpire, Who take- 
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A Oni eee 
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In thus fach the fc 
Polity, ſhe wy Grin of cl | 
— what is natural Equity; what are Con- | 

tract, Authority, and Obedience; what 

is the Nature of Law: In a Word, by 

proper Reflexions and Books, ſhe may 
| we en s Langer and # Felt. 


be Adder batin W a Knon- 
= ledge, of herſelf, and 2 | 
Conduct of Men, ſhe chuſe to ac- F 
quaint herſelf with 2 of Liv- | 
ing in foreign Countries. Having ob- 
ſerved, that the Changes of Time, Sea- 
ſon, Place, Age, Food, Company, or 
Exereiſe, had ocaſioned Alterations, and 
inſtigated different Paſſions, it will not 
A de difficult to conceive, that thoſe Va- 
Knees produee the like Effects with 
| 52M wan to a hole People; that they have 
erent Inclinations, Cuſtoms, Manners, 
and Laws, — to their Vidnly: 


= or 
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Face of the Country with 
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40 ape a the Sirution of King: 
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or Diſtanee from! the Sea tlie gn 
and northern, Foles ; e 
reſpect © 
Plains or Mountains, Riwerstor Woods a 


and its Diſpoſition for prod 
regard: to the Gorge 


of the Earth. Theſe 


Religion, Government, and intern of 
twenty qr | different; Nationz, 2s 
/ as/of {or private Families: 


doms and the Lands, Seas, 
e 
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Map as» the different: Quarters Das 
Town,/ with: their Stredts and Ans 
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thereby have a clearer Notion of a Battle; 
2 Voyage, ora Negociation; and if the | 
were capable of gaining a thorough In- 
fight into Hiſtory, . 
quaint herſelf wich the Laws and States 
of her own Country, for it certainly is 
more complex and difficult to have a 
Knowledge of the Nature and Conſti- 


a e ee than Nan 


vr o Tk II. IRR Le 11 10 
- 


* * 75 
1 ” 
ore i < g iet, Ds cas > £200! 


49 Thus have ee of the hight 


eſt Points of Knowledge | which the 


Men can pretend to aim 2 which 
many of them have ſignalized them- 
ſelves, as well by their Fame; as the 
Wealch theyhave amaſſed in their Em- 
2 == Acquifitidns which they 

veiſo long Monopolized to Ou great 
Prejudice, and their immortal Vanity; 


when it is clearly proved they have no 
ons than ourſelves} except 


more Pretenſi 


thoſe that are ſoundedl in Cuſtom, Pre- 


judice, and Injuſtice. It has: been zud 
ed convenient, that Preſcription 08 
take place for the Pax and See 
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good and bad Paſſes; thoſe which are 


the moſt N and moſt proper for 
Surprizes. ere are few Selle » who 


are ignorant that they muſt poſſes the 


Deſſes before they 1 with their 


Troops; regulate all their Plans accord- 
ing to the Advices of Scouts they can 


depend upon, and even deceive their 


den Army * Marches and Counter- 


Marches, in order to Better conceat their 
real Fot this who ſo fit as a Wo- 
man, ſo Nulrful! in Invention, and fo pro- 

c in Stratagems 1 we not when 

Female commanded & to fee ſuch 
Artifices practiſed as are the 
the Effect of the moſt conſummate Ge- 
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the Intereſt they would have for being; 
2 for any Vocation,, 1 5 Satisfac- 

n they would receive being ac- 
_ quaſnted with every Topic. that ccour' 
in Converſation,, would mor than re- 
ute them for their Pains. © Add to this. 
Advantage they would have overthe- 
Men, whenever ſtrove to convince. 
or ꝑleaſe; tlie 24 ion of — a= 
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more than. ſupply. their Want by lite 
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. — che | 
2 uences, which I call Perfection; 
er repreſents to me the oppoſite 


eh ol nr, 
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when he has more or leſs 
Parts than, are - or. ſome Indiſ< 
which impedes the Intent of his oy 
form'd in 
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my Head, abſtracted from the Benefit 
which ariſes to me from it, is of no more 
Concern to me than the other Parts of 
my Body; yet, when I conſider. its Im- | 
portance, with reſpect to the Union of 
my Mind and Body, it claims greatly 
the Preference to —— other Part. For 
the ſame Reaſon, though all the Parts of 
the Body are equally perfect, one has a 


greater Regard for ſome than oth 
even thoſe Which are the — = 


are frequently conſider d as the moſt 
contemptible, becauſe that, Uſe may be 
leſs agreeable to us than that of the cher 
Parts. It is the, ſame-,yith.. relpe&. to 
_—_ Thing that ſurrounds, us and 
The Reaſon that the fame 8878 
Peaks and diſpleaſes different People, is 
that it —Y them. in a di ifferent, Man- 
_— 169 » 3% gra A) ot '$9T 55 eilten 
orm ei h ist wt Sbg. tor 
| The Tie of Sci) has. 4 
Idea of Propriety or Decency among 
Men. Thus though there is no Im- 
1 or Meanneſs in allieyiating the 
y, it isa neceffary and indiſpenſable 
Vun 11 Con- 
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Conſequence of our natural Diſpoſition, 
and all Ways of doing it are, in fact, equal; 
there are ſome which are conſidered as 
leſs decent than others, and they ſhock 
thoſe "tron _ WA en af os. Nr 


W 


fi 1 6 all their Actions, |. 


confider'd in themſelves, abſtracted from 
Cuſtom or the uſual Efteem they are held 
in, are equally noble, andequally perfect, 

this neee air, and being in this 
Reſpect alto as decent, it may be there- 


fore concluded, that the N 80 af Pro- 


riety and Impropriety of Deceney and 
| . ; 5 only the Effect of Man's 
Imagination and Caprice. This appears 
by a Thing being decent in one Country 

and not le in another: and even in the 
fame „ in different Times, or 
at the ſame Time; but among Perſons 
of different Rank and — tha 
ſame Action is decent and indecent. 
Propriety, it's plain thenz is“ 
er eee e es 
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Things are uſed, but which Prudence 
dictates to us to Nee ourſelves _ 


In fora Raiden * India, the; Las 
bourers:are upon the ſame — oagpt 
the Nobles are amongſt us. In ſome 
Countries the Soldier is preferred to the 
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Opinion conceived by the Vulgar of the 
Women, the m will un een 
en.. 18S 


"Ih. eee Propoon namely 
_ points! out to us to enquire 
rr 
and how far it extends; what Difference 
there is between them, with reſpect to 
Vice and Virtue; eee e- 


NE TR me bat or bad 21s 


* The reſolved 
of each 
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two 


having | 
duce Men y. of 4 
by the Help o " two Perſons, he ee 
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two different Bodies or that Purpoſe: 
—_— in its Way; and it was 

ſbould — We 
— — and cery Thing at depends 
upon their reſpective Conſtitutions, is to 
be conſider d as Part of their Perfection. 
Ii is therefore, Without Foundation, that 
gine the Women are not ſo 
11 44 


1 r 
Creation. The two Sexes. are neceſſary 
eee and 
what Reaſon can be given for aſſe 
the Men are more noble than the Was | 
men, in what relates to Children? To 
the Females 399.966 Pn en 
Conception; for our Formation; for our 
Being; for our Birth; and for ous Edu- 
catien. To compaſs this they undergo 
great Pain and Anxiety. 3 hut ond e 
prejudice the Men againſt them, and 
render them deſpicable in their ges, or 
tecommend them to their greater Eſteem 
and Merit? W. ee 
5 V * TIO "at 1 18 97s ottio . 
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and Proſperity of their SubjeCts, 


tation, to 


and Women are ener in moſt every 
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and Mothers who e themſelves ine” 

bringing up their Children, real 
Princes who are attentive to he W 
— 4g 
who adminiſter with an 
impartial Hand, are leſs meritorious than 


- thoſe. who nes * in > the executive 
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"hs $/ Mee 
whole Stock of Logic ad * 
prove the 'T 'of 

the Sexes preatly different, and- that-of 
Women much inferior to the other; but 
the {malt Share that Reaſon! Has had in 
Pieces, ebinees 
the Futility of their sc fou 
ed in prejudice and Appearances. - Fe- 
male Vocations are conſider d as the Teſt 
of their "Conſtitutions, and their Unfit- ; 


Thing | 
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external Parts of the 


eee whereby it is preſerved, 


in the fame Manner by 
be The ſimall Differenoe in cheir ir 
ternal Formatibn is n Proof that 
men arc leſs vigorous or — 
Men: Nothing can decide 
pn there are ſtiong and wea of 
Sexes; and the Men trained up im 
—— and Lu. 
omen, and can undergo no 
at ſitſt; but after being actuſtomed to 
chem for ſome Time, they becotme equal, 
if ee 1 


„ ann en otic lt ane 


but their Needle. Hence it 

cluded; chat if boch 
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Mar. The Bug 
to the Men, fail not to contribute, in a 
great Meature, to the wet rr gr _ 


However, Strength 
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lic, where Wreſtling and other Gym- | 
Een papers ur Nes 222 
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draw their E 


e ae State of the Sexes. 


a Man is to e Pu- 
ſillanimity, he is called effeminate, mean 
ing he is as: y and weak as a Wo- 
Hand, a Wo- 
man is to be d for her uncaemmon 
for her Strength, or even in- 


compared to a 
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eke, 925 I rl! 
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' of; Body. can no 
1 the Paint — of the | 
Inter in that Caſe Braſts might claim 
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Genius's of. the Age. A robuſt Body is 


very ſeldom 1 to an extenſrve. Un- 
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of Men capable of the | 2. Vocations 
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curious and fineſt Produ 
| tare is indebted to them for its Exiſtence; 


nt So AREAS. fotos oo üg AI dt te RS ——— . T 
C - * { L * * 
W © 2 - 
4 | 
. = 
k a 
= 
Fy = 
* 
Lo 


rhixed, and diverſified 'by the 


_— 


Female” Rights vindicated. 


or Tabor.” G ae 161515 
it 


1 * = 
Slick“ 1 7 ai "Ct; N 70 


Sun ge with reſpect 


and their peculiar Grace and Beauty 


make all Men own any Toy "Tino 
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Beauty is as EY an ; Advantage as 


and Health, and is equally al- 
low'd by reaſom to prevail 


common Method of eſtimating every 


. _ Thing/ it would be found to be . 


dy nought, either in Price or Effect; ſo 
greatly are the Paſſions a agitated, fortified; 
Imprefit: 
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ment of the Sexes, with reſpect to Vice 
Ee "Mc 


if one would 
jadge of its" Worth by the Sentiment 
and Puſſions it excites, Which is the 


inction, m cee? 
Side of the Worhen'; the moſt. 
tion in all Na- 
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and Vutue, they.muſt be conſider din/s "] 
State of Indifference, no way biaſsd; by 
either. In that Caſe, What was: called 
Virtue at one Time, being liable to be- 


| Toilloftrate this, it is neceflaryto | 
dag erg i» nothing bos her Soul which, | 
is capable of Virtue,.:which:.conkfts/:in 
22 

" 9 — > according 
Body i properly. only, c FEE 
Fonts, Ns 


Lance, an. EE un 3 
indifferent, as 


f order to avoid Danger, 45 | 
ſome Dan eſcaped, 


and it, ie hen . . ito 1 . 
a e able W 
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Good than Harm. nl ah 
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Irrhe Mind is eee in Wo. 


Which is the ſure eee 
the common Virtue and Tie of cn. 


men chan in Men of chat firm Reſolu- 


| T tion which conſtitutes Virtue, orof know- 


ing che Occalions upon which it is to be 
exterciſed; - have tlie fame Power 
of 1 N ig their Paſſians as che Men; 


than Virtue; and they: nay be:cafily in- 
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eee * i Men d 


0 5 US "2545 + 2. llt; ' 4 1 39 43: +154 . 


ee 1 Nenn 18 782237 A 2»! 28. 1 


It neceſſaril ys fem what has 


beeti aid that” e . Difference 


1 


Nnen, ier 


"i "the 
the Meh und 
= 
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Lure not more diſpoſed to Vice 


the Dunger i. to 1 nen 
noble Reſiſtance, er E 
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World wich us, —— 
and y. lager: is the 
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our: 
— En let us 
3 1 ew of -qur Educa- 

tion, Situation, Fortune —.— 
and From hence atiſes ai 
that Divetfity'in' our Modes of Think- 


— with the ſame 
Conſtitution. - — + 
Others dull and heavy. This Difference 
does not prevent the Minds of both re- ww 
OE | 


,- 


} Difference of Education; to the 


will f tad egg vag th 
F — 


p acquainted with the Nature of the Study. 
Thus it is evident, whatever Temper- 


ance of Body the Women have, they ate 
not leſs ſuſceptible of Truth and Learn- 


ing than the Men, and their general Ig- 
norance, which is aſcribed! to the Differ- 


ence of Sex, ſhould be attributed to the 


dice and Error they ſo early imbibe, and 


— 


R ſcarce ever taken wo 


er ere 


No Pains are rde to W them, 
that the great Dilerence t they perceive 
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ben, or divine Inſtitution.” Dreſs, Edu- 
cation, and Exerciſes, can ſcarce wel} 
be more oppoſite. A Girl under the 


Wing of her Mother, or the Eye af her 
Govern: whho never quis her, is wught | 


— 


—y— rexy Thing Ghoſts | 
and are firſt ſet up as the 
 Scare-cxows of her Senſes; the Danger 


duct, — — * 
Her Library is her Toilet; her Lookings | 2 
Glaſs her Oratie; Balls, Plays, and In- Y 
| trigues, the Topics of her Cotiveclagan.: 
The gay Cirde af a Route or a Hurti- 
cane; the celebrated. . Whete 
de den mort for mutual ion te 
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where ſhe who has the neweſt faſhion'? 
Cap is allowed Chief of the Sect: In 
this eonſiſts their Philobphy,: their- Lo- 
r TO? 10 


| * 


7 4 A * | 


Th Wich eepeck tes Girls; whoſe Condition 


ſuitable to their Sex as fon as they come 


their attempting any . in 
order to obſcure their In a | 


obliges them to work for their. Living, 
their Genius is ſtill more uſeleſs to them. 
They are taught: ſome. Trade or Calling 


to the Age of Diſcretion, and the Ne- 


ceſſity they are in of conſtantly attaching 
themſelves to it, e rz 
| thinking of an Thing (elle. - 4 
E KH. neu 
In all that is exugfit he one, 5 
- | ms that tends to ſolid In- 
ſtruction? It would rather ſeem to be 


them with and Folly, and there · 
by eradicate all Seeds of Virws and 
Truth, to render uſeleſs their 
Ne | 
ee + af ak 1 | 
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them all Deſire of T 3 
ſelves for Learning like _ OO * 
barring them of 1 onbignals - 
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than Contempt: In a Word, 
- N rt the 
Appearances of ſuch, it is-imprudent-or: 
malicious to take Notice of them ; never- 
 theleſs this is the general Practice _ 
| Tos * r e e 


led chat they! are 7 
2 incapable of defendi * 
dow ;. at they are darmod: 4.8815 Cry. 
of a Child; and they treimble at the: 
Noiſe of che Wind. This is far from 
being the Caſe. in There are 
Nuinbers of Women as valiant: as the 
Men. Beſide, Timnudity is almoſt inſe- 
parable: from Virtue ; worthy People 
ho are not to injute any one, 
ſenſible of the Artifices of Man, cannot 
avoid being cautious, and even fearful. 
Ks am univerſal = 
ee Body fears | 
— — ef Life; the 
lion of her Subs 
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their Enemies: AA moſt courageous 
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. 
N leon 1" If A 
Out Fears are bund — 


we poſſeſs of defending- our-. 
ſelves; and it is culpable in none but 
thoſe who are ſufficiently powerful to re- 
pel all Attacks that may-be- made upon 
them; it would be as unreafohablenito- 
aceuſe's a Judge, or a Manof Letters, en- 
titely devoted to Study, who refuſed. 
; fighting a Duel, of P wr „ as: It; 
would to cenſure a Soldier, who had 
made Arms his only mae vc for 
not engaging in 4 Diſpute with a age 
a of ne We rift} * 0 5 


. 
„Ahe Ae which Warn I 
— — by Reaſon to _ 

48 Artillery: Logic: 
0 So — have 1 
ies of Addreſs and Defence. 
7 neceſſitated to ſuffer w 
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them, as well as che two 


Kind. As there is but a'fmall 


E taken for the other, and Avarice 
nomy. 
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tothe gr 


Extravagances,, who 
m with the utmoſt, Contempt. 


Wherefore Timidiryin Wome thowld ; 
as a Fault, but as a 
reaſonable: Paſſion, for which they are 
indebted for that ſo 2 
Ad- 
vantages in Life; an Inchnation for Virtue, 
and an Vice. Theſe: 
are ſolid ts, which Men with _— 
N r W er r 


Thee Fear of Want is the moſt un 


ſubject to it than Women, and H a fair 
Account were ſtated, I fincerely believe 


that not on the Majority be on 
the Side of the former, but alſo that 
their Avarice would appear of a worſe 


tween the two op Viees and Virtue 
which holds the Balance, one is fre- 
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look* 
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The moſt cunning Men 3 
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\ The See 4 — _ 
bad in different Perun; Circumſtances 
decide its Merit. Women are deprived - — I 
of every Means of making a Fortune by 
their. Abilities; 3 Em- 
oyments are ſnut u 
therefore being leſs able — 
Misfortunes and Inconveniences 11 Li, 
they muſt neceſſarily be more affected 
with» them. It is not 1 22 1 
they ſhould be careful of what they ha —- 
. | 
a eee 1 e 
enen l Ok 
| With reſpect w Credulity, if V ac⸗ 
quieſce ſo readily to What is told 
it is the Effect of their Simp 


m. 
licity, which: 
. 54 vas 
ve A 


that thoſe who: 
2 ſhould either 
be ignorant or -intereſted ; moreovet 
Infringement upon 2 

the Women of Credality, wet 
þ Men. are ſtill more addicted to it. 
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3 their greateſt — conſiſts 
in a 'moſt ſervile and implicit Relief, 
though more extenſive than that of the 
Women I mean that they are no more 
learned than the Women, than by rea- 
ſon of their eaſy Aſſent to a Num- 
ber of Things, of which ee 
e ms as 


1:11 L210 


1 There are Men — think they 
tl mortify the Sex, in telling 
OO are great Talkers; and they have 
— 2 to be diſpleaſed at ſo ims- 
pertinent a Reproach. Their Bodies are 
ſo happily framed, une agrees | 
moſt diſtinct of the. Objects 
which ſtrike them, they reprefent them 
without any Difficulty, Eye — 
ſelves with an admirable Facility. Hence 
it is. their Ideas being renovated at the 
Mohteſt Signal, their Relations are one 
pleaſing Concatination of Thought and 
reſentation. They can never be ac- 
with Juſtice of being CRE | 
— Bede = 
| Things they as wwe — 
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But if the Men had an equal 
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to dernde in i Sex „ 
If the Extenſiveneſs of the Mens Learn- 
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very peremptory, and the Women's 
E atleaſt, 
prove a moſt perſuaſive Advocate. What 
renders C a Fault is the Diſpofi- 
tion of the Perſon of: When 
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When Curiolty is thus diveſted of i its 
Crimindlity, the'Women are” rather to 
be commended than blamed: for exer- 
cifing it upon all Occaſions, where In- 
truſion is x err and Importunity diſ- 
- miſſed; for conſidering what ſmall Means 
L have left of gainin a little Kno- - 
— how frequently their Intent is 
foil d plyin to a8 8 
5 — — how often they are 
buked by thoſe ho intereſt — 
in retaining the Sex in that State of Sim- 
plicity they are, a Perſeverance to endea- 
vour at acquiring new Lights muſt ap- 
pear the Effect of ſuch Fortitude, = the 
er eee S167 
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of Women, is another Accuſation againſt 
them. There is no 7272 
tion to this Opinion but the ſuppoſed Su- 
iority of the Men, and that Sexs de- 


can give a Sanc- 


pendant State: Compatiſon, which de- 


cides the Merit or Demerit of every Thing, 
not . refutes the Propoſiti u 
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Places it in a ſtronger Point of Light, 
with reſpect to the Men, But 


gine they are allowed every Thing/ | 


them, (the Tie is we A indiſſoluble only 3 
on her Side, although in Equity and Re- 4 
ſon it 3 an ee, 
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jattice,” and” ſeriouſly reflect u r 
Nature of ourſelves, we oui res 
 acquieſce that Mortality implied | 
ſtancy; chat by the ä 
Frames there was an E r 
ſity for our being ſo. We jadge of . 
Jet, 7 

y Appearances, in i: of: 
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ſmall Revolution of Time, appear go. IJ 
different to us, either from a change in 
them or in ourſelves; A r. the Poet 
goes ſo far as to lay, N INFOS T08 EN. 


New Paſſions, new Opinions fell Fe Broad 4 1 
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quit leon to cry Thang 

a few Years after only A co 
of our Attention; „ et 
di naching mae ham in Loe 


* Now we have n the 1 Yi 


Paſſion, we ſhalb go a little farther, and 
obſerve, that if we ate beloved, it is he- 
cauſe we are 
liked, "becauſe we appear 


: difag 
We find Charms in a Perſon, forne 


Acquaintatice, whom we at firſt 
diſtaſteful ; and being got thus far, * 


but à ſhort Tranſition o thize in 
in his Diſtreſe, and ee 
| Wimme N 2h 


be ag 4 Sate of. Mind, by the 
axis ey e non 
reſpect to y proves 
our Paſſions are conſtrained; and as >, 
trivial Circumſtance may excite Love, 4 
may as ſlender a Cauſe 9 it. 
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t amiable; or if diſs 
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ever, e 
conceal their Diſguft, ſcldom'teſtify ., 
to the World this of their 


Nature; for that Object they hate truly | 


Eſteem ; Whereas the firſt Ru 
the Side of the Man is 
World by a female Rival; 2 
«ances. are and tis looked 
upon 4-2 Crime to eſteem a Woman 


loved, | they are ſrarce (ever beet Wil | 
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When the Women are axafeifofth 
ins artful, it is rather complimenting 
| their Senſe, than attacking their Prob- 
| .ty, even when they 
þw 45 io 8 arrive at their Ends. 
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